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Check out our  
website at  

www.ofrc.org . 
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Sharon Bentley, OFRC     
President, with her 1st     

grandchild Elliot Bentley..  
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Get Certified! 
Just Do It!!!  

 
Certification Application  

packets are available from the  
Administrative Director for 

$10. Call Amy for your packet. 
 

- If you already have a packet 
make sure you have the 2005 

revision. - 
 

???  Questions ????? 
 

Call Amy (580) 747-4448 or 
Kay Murphy (405) 372-9562. 

 
We can do a preview of your  

application information if you 
are concerned about meeting 

the certification criteria. 

 
 

     
        
   Family Week is held the week of Thanksgiving.  
This special week provides opportunities to honor the 
connections that support and strengthen families, con-
nections within families and connecting families to 
their communities. That’s why the theme for this year 
is Connections Count.  This is in coordination with the 
30th year of  National Family Week. The Alliance for 
Children and Families, a nonprofit membership asso-
ciation representing child and family serving organiza-
tions in the United States directs the National Family 
Week celebration. 
 
   National Family Week: Connections Count em-
braces the premise that children live better lives when 
their families are strong.  Families are strong when 
they live in communities that connect them to  
economic opportunities, social networks, and services. 
 
   Family Week involvement is open to anyone inter-
ested in strengthening families and their connections to 
community. Join and connect with OFRC, who has 
partnered and connected this year with Sunbeam 
Family Services, to build an incredible Family Week! 
 
   For more information or to connect with others who 
are planning FAMILY WEEK events across Oklahoma, 
please contact Sherie Trice, 405-271-7611 or by email 
sheriet@health.ok.gov. 
 

   For more information about National Family Week 
across the U.S., please visit: 

www.nationalfamilyweek.org.  
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Preparations Begin for Family Week 
2008 (November 23 - 29) 



 
 

               

             The first Joining Forces Conference (JFC) took place on April 16, 2008 
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                                                Agencies participating in the conference were: 
 

Center for Learning and Leadership               Down Syndrome Association of Central Oklahoma  
Oklahoma Area-wide Services                          Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
Oklahoma State Department of Education     Oklahoma State Department of Health 
Oklahoma Department of Human Services     Developmental Disabilities Services Division 
Children With Special Healthcare Needs Division     Oklahoma Family Network 
Oklahoma Federation of Families                                Oklahoma Parent Center 
Oklahoma Systems of Care                                           Rise School 
Tulsa ARC                                                                      Sooner Success 

 

     The Keynote for the JFC was Eilene Forlenza, Director of the Colorado Medical Home Initiative for the Department 
of Public Health and Environment. Eileen serves as a change agent for proactive community involvement, contributing 
to the development of innovative systems of services and supports for children with special health care needs. Eileen is 
a community advocate and technical consultant to enhance and promote family leadership through family-centered�
strategies and bold thinking. Jim Marks from the Oklahoma State Department of Health, collaborated with family 
agencies and organizations, Oklahoma State Department of Education and others listed above in the planning of con-
ference and was also a presenter.  
 

     Approximately 112 participants, families and professionals, learned the basics of leadership and partnership. Some 
of the immediate outcomes of the conference were: 
 

ü    OK Health Care Authority will add family members to all of its committees and advisory boards. 
ü    OK Commission for Children &Youth will add family members to all of its committees and advisory boards. 
ü    Development of Family Expertise/Interest Inventory  
ü    Development of Database for Inventories  
ü    Development of Family Opportunities Inventory  
ü    Development of Database for Opportunities Inventories  
 

     This Joining Forces Conference came about in large part due to the funding award to the Oklahoma Family Network 
(OFN) for a “Family to Family Health Resource Center.”  OFN will be hiring additional staff and developing re-
sources, establishing partnerships and recruiting families for partnering activities with agencies in the next year and 
will be planning a second Joining Forces Conference in 2009.              
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Joining Forces:  Supporting Family Professional Partnerships Conference 
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Top Left: Registration Committee: Tonya James, Membership Chair; Brandie Roberts, Exhibits; Debby Ihrig, OFRC President Elect;                     
                  Becky Bland, Registration Chair; Donna Jones, Conference Co-Chair and Kim Larmon, Conference Chair. 
 

Top Right:  Becky Bland; Kim Larmon; Elizabeth Crary, Keynote Speaker; Dr. Linda Passmark,  former Director of the OSDH Child  
                     Development Program and 2008 recipient of the “Family Matters Award” and  Donna Jones. 
 

Middle:  Dr. Kay Murphy, OFRC Certification Chair and Amy Ratzlaff, OFRC Administrative Director. 
 

Bottom Left: OFRC President Sharon Bentley and Tonya James, recipient of the OFRC Distinguished Service Award. 
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When Dinosaurs Die   by Laurie Krasny Brown and Marc Brown 
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          Name:_______________________________Title:_________________________ 
          Agency Name:______________________________________________________ 
          Mailing Address:____________________________________________________ 
                                                          Street address 
                                                         _______________________________________________________________________ 
                                                          City                                                                    State                                 Zip  
 

                Telephone (Work)______________(Home)__________(Fax)_________________ 
 

Committees on which you would be willing to serve: 
           Certification________     Newsletter_______   Family Week Celebration________ 
           Membership________     Nominating______   Special Events/Conferences______ 
           Special Needs_______ 
 

           OFRC Certification Packet ($10)_________ 
           OFRC Annual Individual Membership ($35)_______________ 
           OFRC Annual Organizational Membership ($200)__________ 

 

          Please enclose check payable to:  OFRC   
                                                                   427 S. Buchanan St. 
                                                                   Enid, OK  74703 
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Becky Bland’s grandbaby Audrey Ariana Bland,  
5 months old. 



LOOK FOR MATERIALS COMING SOON...   
 

NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK 2008  
November 23 - 29   

 

Theme: Honor the Connections that Strengthen Families... C onnections Count ! 
Enhanced Focus: "Traditions... help Families Connect With Each Othe r"   

 

What to Expect :  
Bright, Colorful Posters (limited supply, but also available electronically)   

Media Packet, including:   
 

· Family Tip Sheet   
· Community Ideas on how to promote and celebrate Nat ional Family Week   
· Sample Press Release   
· Sample Proclamation   
· November Calendar with a tradition for every day   
· Helpful Resources  

 

When: Mid-October materials will be available!   
 
Want to look ahead ? Check out these two great resources on Traditions a nd families...   

The book of New Family Traditions: How to Create Great Rituals for Holidays and Everyday by Meg Cox 
(Running Press 2003)  

Making Ordinary Days Extraordinary! by Gloria Gaither and Shirley Dobson (Multnomah Publishers 2004)  
For more information, contact Sherie Trice, 405.271.7611, sheriet@health.ok.gov or Marilyn Cundiff,  
mcundiff@ccrctulsa.org.  

 

 

OFRC Mission Statement  
 
 
 

     We believe that families are 
the primary influence in the 

lives of children.  The mission of 
the Oklahoma Family Resource 

Coalition is to support  
resources within our  

communities that build on family 
strengths to insure the best 

possible outcomes for  
Oklahoma families. 

 O.F.R.C. Board Members 2008  
 
     Jenger Baker                          Jan Moss 
     Sharon Bentley                      Kay Murphy 
     Becky Bland                           Linda Passmark 
     Marilyn Cundiff                       Amy Ratzlaff 
     Tish Dehart                            Brandie Roberts 
     Ramona Drew                        Bill Sturdivant 
     Jane Humphries                     Sherie Trice 
     Debby Ihrig                             Diane Woodard 
     Tonya James                         Kim Woodruff 
     Donna Jones                          Louis Worley 
     Kim Larmon                            Barbara Wright 
     Teresa Ledbetter 
 

Executive Committee  
              

          Past President:      Louis Worley 
          President:              Sharon Bentley 
          President-Elect:     Debbie Ihrig 
          Secretary:              Kim Larmon 
          Treasurer:              Amy Ratzlaff 
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