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    Fall is my favorite season of the year. The weather gets cooler, 

the days grow shorter, and I watch in awe as leaves turn spectacu-

lar colors of red, yellow and orange. Itôs a time when families be-

come involved with school activities and prepare for the holidays of 

fall and winter.   

   OFRCôs primary focus and purpose is to empower families to be 

the primary influence in the lives of children.  Our mission statement 

is to support resources within our communities that build on family 

strengths to ensure the best possible outcome for Oklahoma families.  The most important assets in 

all Oklahoma communities are the dedicated people who work to bring resources and strength to 

families and many of those dedicated people are members of OFRC.  

   If you are committed to supporting resources in your community that build on family strengths, we 

need you to become a member of OFRC. If you want to ensure the best possible outcome for fami-

lies in your community and in Oklahoma, you belong in OFRC. Join us this fall as we celebrate Fam-

ily Week with lots of great ideas for making families strong and viable.  Help us plan and celebrate 

as we bring Dr. Robert Brooks back to Oklahoma in March for our annual Family Matters Confer-

ence.  Meet with us every other month as our board continues to do the important work of empower-

ing individuals and agencies to support the resources within every community in Oklahoma,  building  

on familiesô strengths and ensuring that they will have the best possible outcome for their children.  

We need you to join us as a member of OFRC!   Debby Ihrig - OFRC President 

2009-2010 Board Meetings! 
 

Come join us in Stroud at the Public Library at 10 am! 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 

Tuesday, November 10, 2009 

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 

Tuesday, July 13, 2010 
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       The Oklahoma Parent    

  Information &  Resource Center 

  (OK- PIRC) is a statewide technical assistance and training center whose mission is  

  to build partnerships between schools and families to increase student achievement  

  and parental engagement at the early childhood, elementary and secondary school  

  levels. 

Purpose 

      The purpose of OK- PIRC is to help implement successful and effective parental  

   involvement policies, programs, and activities that lead to improvements in student  

   academic achievement and that strengthen partnerships among parents, teachers,  

   principals, administrators, and other school personnel in meeting the education  

   needs of children.  Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of  

   Innovation and Improvement, OK PIRC is a program of Eagle Ridge Institute.  

Goals 

  Strengthen partnerships between parents and schools statewide 

  Improve student academic achievement by increasing parental engagement at the  

             Pre-K-12 level 

  (ÕÊÙÌÈÚÌɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɀɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÈÕËɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ-Öɯ"ÏÐÓËɯ+ÌÍÛɯ!ÌÏÐÕËɯ ÊÛɯ 

            (NCLB) 

 /ÙÖÝÐËÌɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯÞÈàÚɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÏÖÔÌɯ 

    Spotlight...  

 

Oklahoma Parent Information  

       &  

   Resource Center  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

~ Connections Count! ~ 
 

     Parents are a childôs first and often most influential teachers.  Yet in the day of computers, video games, 
and digital cable, quality family time has almost become extinct, resulting in dire consequences for children,  
families, and our communities.  Help families and communit8ies reconnect by promoting Family Week  
November 22-28.  
     The OFRC Family Week Planning Committee is already hard at work compiling fun and useful resources 
to help families connect not only to each other, but also to their communities.  Weôd love to include your ideas 
for any or all of the following: 

Low cost activities families can share during any season or holiday 
Websites for parents that provide information on child development, parental guidance, or parent  in-
spiration 
Ideas for distributing a 12-month calendar of family activities to families throughout the state 

 

Please send your ideas to Jenger Baker at jbaker@tulsacc.edu and help make connections cont for all 

Oklahoma families! 

Family Week  
 November 22 -28, 2009 

  

 

 

         

 

 

 

     As school approaches Children 

are preparing to transition to new 

caregivers and new places.  The 

Kissing Hand is a wonderful book to share with young children 

to ease anxiety about leaving home.   

 

     The illustrations are beautiful and it provides the opportunity for par-

ents to give children something to take with them on their new journey.  
This book can also serve young children on their first night away from 

home with Grandma and Grandpa.  

 

     I hope you enjoy The Kissing Hand as much as my family has!  

 

Submitted by: Teresa Ledbetter  

OFRC  Board Member  

and  

President -Elect for 2010  
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Book     

 Nook!  

   The Kissing Hand  

        By Audrey Penn  

mailto:jbaker@tulsacc.edu


 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

     

    Diane Woodard  is a program specialist and trainer with the Cherokee Na-

tion Head Start.  She submitted her application and was conditionally approved 

last November and passed the Specialist exam.  It has taken all of this time to  

receive documentation on the content of a course completed in 1993, in order to 

remove her conditional approval.  Diane is persistent and patient and waited for 

NSU to provide the necessary information.  Her waiting paid off and she was 

fully approved in May, 2009.  A special thanks to the NSU faculty who worked to 

find the information needed.  Congratulations to Diane!  
 

      Brittny Caldwell  is a Child Development Specialist with the SoonerStart 

program, based in Canadian County.  Brittnyõs B.S. and M.S. degrees are from 

University of Central Oklahoma in Family and Child Studies.   Because she did not 

take an assessment course in her academic program, she completed the Assess-

ment alternative developed by the Certification Review Committee.  We thank 

her technical supervisor Kris Fanning for working with her on the assessments.  

Brittny passed her exam and was fully certified as a Specialist in March, 2009.  
 

 

 

  

 

CERT
IFIC

ATIO
N 

 

NEWS
! 
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The list of Certified professionals 
grows!  

Welcome and congratulations go to:  

 

-  Kay Murphy, Certification Chair  



 
 

 

 

Q 
    

 òI am going to be on maternity leave this next year and  

             I don't know if I will be able to earn my    CEU's. 

                       What can I do about that?ó 
 

 

A      You may either use the òAlternatives to Workshops  or   

          Conferencesó to earn your CEUõs which offers six  

      alternatives to earning your CEUõs.  Or you may 

                                     request to be  put on Inactive Status.  Please 

                                         refer to our Policy on Inactive Status to 

                                                see the steps required to do so. 

Q      óMy department is going to furlough my position for 6                 

           months.  How does  this affect my certification?ó  

 
 

A  You may ask to be inactive for the next year or whatever time  

       period needed. 

 

                  More questions? Call Amy @ (580) 747-4448 
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Special Quest:  http://www.specialquest.org/  
 

Oklahoma Family Network:  http://www.oklahomafamilynetwork.org/ofn/  
 

The Early Childhood Outcomes Center:  http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~ECO/  
 

Natural Resources:  http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~scpp/nat_allies/na_resources.cfm  
 

Autism Speaks:  http://www.autismspeaks.org/  
 

Autism Society of America:  http://www.autism -society.org/site/PageServer  
 

Oklahoma Autism Network:  http://www.okautism.org/  
 

Tulsa Autism Foundation:  http://www.autismtulsa.org/home/index.cfm  
 

CDC Learn the Sign, Act Early:  http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/actearly/default.htm  
 

First Signs:  http://www.firstsigns.org/   
  

Organization for Autism Research:  http://www.researchautism.org/  
 

The Hope Foundation for Children with Autism and Related Disorders:  

 http://www.easternokautism.org/  
 

Embrace Autism Now:  http://www.embraceautismnow.com/  
 

The Americans With Disabilities Act Insures The Right Of Every Child To Play:  

 http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1145/is_4_36/ai_74337046  
 

ADA Accessability Guidelines:   http://www.access -board.gov/adaag/html/adaag.htm  
 

Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special Education:  http://www.sde.state.ok.us/

home/defaultie.html  
 

SoonerStart:  http://www.sde.state.ok.us/home/defaultie.html 
 

Special Education Policies and Procedures:  http://www.sde.state.ok.us/pro/spedpp.html 
 

Oklahoma Yellow Page for Kids:  http://www.yellowpagesforkids.com/help/ok.htm 
 

The RISE School:  http://www.riseschool.org/ 
 

The National Early Childhood Transition Center:  http://www.ihdi.uky.edu/nectc/ 
 

Fragile X Syndrome:  http://www.fragilex.org/html/summary.htm  
 

IMPACT -Articles on Autism Spectrum Disorder:  http://ici.umn.edu/products/impact/193/default.html 

Center for Inclusive Child Care:  http://www.inclusivechildcare.org/ 

Head Start Disabilities:  http://www.eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/ecdh/Disabilities/Disabilities_intro.html 

Special Websites for  

Special Families  

Print  &  

Save 
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Down Syndrome Association of Central Oklahoma:  http://www.dsaco.org/ 

Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa:  http://www.dsat.org/ 

NECTAC National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center):  http://www.nectac.org/ 

OASIS (Oklahomaôs Statewide Information and Referral System):  http://oasis.ouhsc.edu/ 

Oklahoma Assistive Technology Center:  http://www.theoatc.org/ 

National Childcare Information Center:   

http://oll.nccic.acf.hhs.gov/nccic-OLL/searchnccic.cgi?action=topicsearch&topic=Children+With+Disabilities 

STARS (Statewide Training and Regional Supports):  http://www.ah.ouhsc.edu/tolbert/courses_workshops/ 

US Department of Education:  http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml 

 

NICHY (National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities):  http://www.nichcy.org/ 

 

SI Focus:  The International Magazine Dedicated to Improving Sensory Integration:  http://www.sifocus.com/ 

Comments on Proposed Revision to 618 Data Reporting Requirements for Preschool LRE Settings: 
http://www.nectac.org/~docs/eNotes/DEC_comments618data.doc 

http://www.nectac.org/~docs/eNotes/NDSS_comments618data.doc 

ZAC Browser for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder:  

http://www.zacbrowser.com/ 

Parent Training Modules on how to Promote Childrenôs Social/Emotional Skills: 

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/parent.html 

Autism Legislation Database: 

http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/autism.cfm 

28th Annual Report to Congress on The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act:  

http://www.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/2006/index.html 

FACT Sheet answers Frequently Asked Questions About EPSDT: 

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/downloads/pdfs/ch-EPSDT_Fact_Sheet.pdf 

Teaching Children With Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: Instructional Strategies and 
Practices:  
http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/adhd/adhd - teaching.html  

 
Making the Most of Playtime 2:  http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/familytools/
make_the_most_of_playtime2.pdf  
 
The Division for Early Childhood/NAEYC Position Statement on Inclusion: http://www.dec -
sped.org/About_DEC/PositionConcept_Papers/Inclusion  
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 Dr. Gordon Neufeld drew record numbers at our 

òFamily Matters Conferenceó held April 17, 2009 at Springlake 

Metrotech in OKC.  385 people attended!  60 of those were 

OFRC members, 9 were students, 138 were Children First 

nurses, and 178 were non-members.  The conference, spon-

sored by the Oklahoma Family Resource Coalition (OFRC), 

OSDH, and the OK Association for Infant Mental Health 

(OK-AIMH), focuses on issues relating to early childhood.  

The keynote speaker, Gordon Neufeld, Ph.D., is a highly  

respected Vancouver-based clinical psychologist with 35 years 

of experience with children. 
 

 He is an international speaker and a best-selling author of 

Hold On To Your Kids. Dr. Neufeld is best known for his 

breakthrough insights on attachment and aggression.  Ten 

breakout sessions were held with various topics such as Dual 
Language Learners, Ethical Challenges in Serving Families, 
Temperament, Working with Native American Families, Adult 
Learning Styles, Evidence-Based Interventions for Working 
with Toddlers Diagnosed With Autism, and Infant Mental 
Health. 
 

     For more info on Dr. Neufeld, check out his website at 

http://www.gordonneufeld.com/ or You Tube video clips. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Page 8           Family Matters! Fall 2009

 

RECORD ATTENDANCE  
AT  

FAMILY MATTERS CONFERENCE! 

http://www.gordonneufeld.com/
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leave footprints  
in  

familyõs hearts 

Contact Tonya James @ 

(918) 683-0321 for 

Membership Information 

Family Matters! Fall 2009 

 

 

OFRC Members  
 

 

My Great Aunt 
Tonya says,  

 

 òJoin the FUN  

   with OFRC!ó 

 

Madisson  

 

"FAMILY MATTERS" AWARD  
Winners 

SPRING, 2009 
 
 

     Several agencies collaborated to streamline funds to purchase   
developmental screening tools (the PEDS and ASQ) 

 for distribution to SoonerCare practices in Oklahoma that serve as  
Primary Care Physicians for infants and toddlers.   

Child Guidance professionals will, upon request, assist the practices  
in using the tools.   

     The award recipients were:   Karen Frensley and Jackie Shipp (OK 
Dept. of Health), Terrie Fritz (OK Health Care Authority), Dr. Laura 
McGuinn (OU Health Sciences Center Child Study Center, and Debra  

Andersen (OK State Dept. of Health).  

 

Think About It!  
Start thinking now about who you will 

nominate for next yearõs  

òFamily Mattersó Award.  

Watch for future e -mails for the   

nomination form!  
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         Kim Larmon & Donna Jones  

       (Conference Co-Chairs)  

with Dr. Gordon Neufeld autographing his books!  
  

   

  

President Sharon Bentley &  

incoming President Debby Ihrig  

 

Melissa Griffin 

and her son 

 Hayden  

A few of the Conference  

Committee members  

Great Job Ladies!!  

 

 Family Matters  

  Conference  

    Highlights  

 



      

  
      

 
 
 
 
 

        
      Cynthia Garrett , one of the four founding OFRC members in 1991, has    
   been named the Bartlesville Public School Districtôs Teacher of the  
   Month  for April, 2009!  Cynthia was also selected as Jane Phillips  

    Elementary Schoolôs ñ2008-09 Teacher of the Yearò!  Both of these honors are especially 
    humbling to Cynthia because she was chosen by her peers.   
 

        She has served as a pre-kindergarten instructor at Jane Phillips Elementary School since 2003.    
    Cynthia believes every student is entitled to have a great teacher.  ñI am here to teach you to do    
    your best,ò said Garrett. ñ I will accomplish these goals through encouragement, consistency and  
    modeling.ò 
 

        Cynthia does her best to create a classroom environment which is highly conducive to learning.   
   She prepares meticulously for lessons she leads and always strives to be positive and uplifting.  
  

       Cynthia utilizes the philosophies of Great Expectations, a professional development program   
   which focuses on learning climate and best teaching practices.   
 

     Cynthia Garrett ï continues to positively impact the lives of children!   

 

OFRC Mission Statement  
 

 
 

     We believe that families are 
the primary influence in the 

lives of children.  The mission of 
the Oklahoma Family Resource 

Coalition is to support  
resources within our  

communities that build on family 
strengths to ensure the best 

possible outcomes for  
Oklahoma families. 

     O.F.R.C. Board Members 2009  
 
     Jenger Baker Donna Jones 
     Sharon Bentley Kim Larmon 
     Becky Bland  Teresa Ledbetter 
     Marilyn Cundiff Jan Moss 
     Tish Dehart  Kay Murphy 
     Cindy Dotson Amy Ratzlaff 
     Ramona Drew Bill Sturdivant 
     Jane Humphries Sherie Trice 
     Debby Ihrig  Diane Woodard 
     Tonya James Kim Woodruff 

 
 

Executive Committee  
  

        Past President:        Sharon Bentley 
        President:     Debby Ihrig 
        President-Elect:       Teresa Ledbetter 
        Secretary:                 Kim Larmon 
        Treasurer:                 Tish Dehart 
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OFRC Founding Member Honored!!  

Tooting Our Own Horn!!!  

Want to be an OFRC Member?  
Call Amy!  

(580) 747-4448 


